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BLOOM FRONT YARD GARDEN  
RECOGNITION PROJECT 

www.nccfoundation.org/bloom 

Northern Chautauqua BLOOM Front Yard Garden Recognition Project is a way for 
the Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation to publicly acknowledge homeowners 
and renters who contribute to the curb appeal of our neighborhoods while inspiring others 
to take part in creating a more beautiful, vibrant northern Chautauqua.   
 
The BLOOM Project is not a contest ~ it is a way to say “thank you!” 
 
 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY? 

 COMMUNITY GARDEN CLUBS 
 REVITALIZATION GROUPS 
 MUNICIPALITIES 
 CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS 

 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
Those interested in applying must submit a letter of interest by March 15, 2019. 
 
Letters should include the following: 

 name of your organization with a summary of your general purpose or mission 
 contact information of your proposed project’s leader (including a phone number, 

email and mailing address) 
 geographic area (municipality or township) for your proposed project 
 number of homes in  your township/municipality 
 description of your group’s capacity to manage the BLOOM Project, including how 

you will identify and coordinate necessary volunteers 
 number and affiliations of volunteers identified to implement the project and canvas 

all neighborhoods (collaboration among several organizations may work best in 
some communities) 

 how you will promote the BLOOM Project in your community, including the use of 
social media 

 
Submit letters to Eileen Ardillo at eardillo@nccfoundation.org. 
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BLOOM FRONT YARD GARDEN RECOGNITION PROJECT 
 
PROJECT DETAILS:  
 

1. Eligible groups will be able to demonstrate and identify a core of volunteers, 
businesses, and partnerships who will be involved in their project.  
 

2. Groups will be responsible for dividing their designated community areas into 
sections (neighborhoods) to be canvassed, judged, and photographed by their 
identified volunteer core.  
 

3. After a survey of all front gardens from all neighborhoods (homes only), volunteers 
will determine which front yard gardens they wish to acknowledge with a Garden 
Recognition Sign.  Each volunteer team will have a limited number of signs to 
distribute through their community. (Signs will be provided by the NCCF.) 
 

4. Only gardens and landscaping visible from the curb should be surveyed. 
 

5. Each neighborhood section will be assigned to a volunteer team comprised of a 
navigator (the driver), a photographer (to take a photo of the property), and a data 
entry person to document the process (to list where the signs were placed). 
Volunteers cannot canvass their own neighborhoods. 
 

6. At a minimum, volunteers will look for front yard gardens that have healthy plants 
that are well maintained and actively managed, have a healthy lawn that was 
neatly mowed with pruned and trimmed shrubs and trees. Edging is a plus along 
with a balanced garden that is appropriate to the house and its lot size. House 
numbers need to be clearly displayed. 
 

7. The overall goal of the project is to encourage communities to contribute to a more 
beautiful region and to say thank you for the color and character that garden 
stewards bring to our neighborhoods. 

 
 
 
PROJECT TIME FRAME 
 
March 15:  BLOOM Project Letters of Interest due to NCCF  
April 4:  NCCF announces winning proposals 
April 5 - July 7:  Awardees organize and promote the BLOOM Project in their  
   respective communities 
July 8-29:  Gardens & landscaping evaluated and recognized; Garden Signs 

distributed 
August:   NCCF announces winners of gift certificates 
 
NCCF will provide garden signs with stakes, and project photocopying at the NCCF office. 
Gift certificates will be provided to support a raffle for participants.  
 

Contact Eileen Ardillo, Program Coordinator, to learn more! 
716-366-4892 or eardillo@nccfoundation.org 
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